
 
 

The Blue-Collar 

Millionaire 
 

Winning at Life 
 

 

 

 

 

By  

Jeff Begoon 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



i 
 

This book is dedicated to my loving wife Tiffany,  

and our three wonderful boys Ryan, Casey, and Max. 

Tiffany, you are an awesome life partner whose patience 

and cooperation are far beyond any reasonable expectation. 

I am eternally grateful for you sharing your love and life with 

me. 

You are also perhaps the most amazing mother on the entire 

planet.  

Ryan, Casey, and Max, you guys are our 

Stanley Cup, Wimbledon Championship, and Olympic Gold 

Medal, all rolled into one. 

Nothing in the world can compare to the pride and joy  

you bring to me and mom. 

We thank God every day for bringing you into our lives.  
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The delivery of our twin boys was a magnificent blessing in the 

midst of the chaos. Tiffany was constantly juggling her “four” 

boys while trying to keep the house afloat!
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DREAM BIG

NOBODY IS GOING TO PAY ME A MILLION 

DOLLARS A YEAR EXCEPT ME 

MAKE A PLAN AND GO FOR IT 

HAVE FAITH 

NEVER GIVE UP 
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Business skills………………………………………getting started 

What specifically are you going to do and when? 

‘Success goes to the activist – do something 

Fortune favors the bold 
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JAB ACTUAL GOALS: 
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To Do Long Term: 

To Do in 1986 
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YOU CAN HAVE ANYTHING IN LIFE THAT YOU 

WANT 

BELIEVE IN YOURSELF - IF YOU THINK YOU 

CAN YOU CAN 

FAILURE AND REJECTION ARE ALL PART OF 

BECOMMING SUCCESSFUL 

NOTHING CAN BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT 

SPECIFIC GOALS WRITTEN DOWN 

A GOAL PROPERLY SET IS A GOAL HALF 

REACHED 
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My dad and mom and a family photo
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Younger days and our extended family
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NO EXCUSES – MAKE THE BEST OF THE CARDS 

YOU ARE DEALT 

RICH PEOPLE DON’T WORK FOR MONEY – 

THEY HAVE MONEY WORK FOR THEM 

YOU ARE EITHER MAKING MONEY FOR 

SOMEBODY ELSE OR 

HAVING OTHER PEOPLE MAKING MONEY FOR 

YOU 
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HAVING THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE IS COOL FOR 

A WHILE 

EVERYBODY HAS TO GROW UP SOMETIME 

YOU CAN PAY ME NOW OR YOU CAN PAY ME 

LATER 

NO REGRETS 
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A LOT OF LEARNING AND CATCHING UP TO DO 

WORK HARD PLAY HARD 

LUCKY TO BE IN THE BAND 

TIME TO SET SOME MORE MATURE PRIORITIES 
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TRAVELING IS THE BEST LEARNING 
EXPERIENCE IN THE WORLD 

BE OPEN MINDED TO EVERYTHING AND 
EVERYONE 

RESPECT AND EMBRACE ALL DIFFERENT 
CULTURES 
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OPERATING FUNCTIONS 

REQUIRED TO RUN THE COMPANY 
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BE PREPARED FOR ANYTHING AND 

EVERYTHING

FIGURE IT OUT AS YOU GO ALONG 

NEVER GIVE UP 

WELCOME THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE FOR 

THE FUTURE 
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FIND A GREAT LIFE PARTNER 

THE BIGGEST DECISION YOU WILL MAKE IN 

YOUR ENTIRE LIFE 

BE PATIENT AND WAIT FOR CINDERELLA 

WHEN SHE FINALLY SHOWS UP BE DECISIVE 

AND BOLD 
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Our engagement party invitation photo 

Leaving the church on our wedding day
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Tiffany and I at a fundraising event 

The annual Nelson family reunion at  
Crystal Downs in Northern Michigan
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Birthday celebration on the French Riviera 

Annual CMA Country Music festival in Nashville
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Part III 
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Washing machines in the laundry 
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The engineering department staff meeting
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Linen processing in the laundry
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WHEN THE OPPORTUNITY COMES BE DECISIVE 
AND BOLD 

BE PREPARED TO WORK HARDER THAN YOU 
CAN IMAGINE 

PREPARE FOR THE WORST BUT HOPE FOR THE 
BEST 

MURPHY’S LAW – EVERYTHING THAT CAN GO 
WRONG WILL GO WRONG 

STAY COOL UNDER PRESSURE 

PERSISTANCE RULES - MIRACLES HAPPEN 
WHEN YOU NEVER GIVE UP
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Our first Christmas card 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Casey and Max first class photo 
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1994 Rangers Stanly Cup- Ryan 22 days old 
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Twins first Halloween 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

On the dock at the Michigan Cottage    
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Our puppies in their new home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Surfing USA  
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PUT FAMILY FIRST 

BE THERE FOR YOUR KIDS – YOU ONLY GET 

ONE SHOT AT THIS 

DISCIPLINE IS THE KEY – IF YOU SPOIL YOUR 

KIDS YOU’RE BOTH IN TROUBLE 

LOVE YOUR WIFE AND KIDS LIKE THERE IS NO 

TOMORROW 

MOST OF YOUR JOY IN LIFE COMES FROM THIS 

WELL  
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The Baker Library at HBS  
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My favorite Entrepreneurship Professor  
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HBS Graduation with Tiffany and my sister Leslie   
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TRY IMPOSSIBLE THINGS – YOU NEVER KNOW 

UNLESS YOU TRY 

BELIVE THAT YOU BELONG NO MATTER WHAT 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE OPPORTUNIY 

ALWAYS KEEP LEARNING AND GROWING 
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The NYC Marathon finish line in 2001
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Family and friends fan club at Mile 16  
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TRY IMPOSSIBLE THINGS – YOU NEVER KNOW 

UNLESS YOU TRY 

IF YOU THINK YOU CAN YOU CAN 

PREPARE FOR SIX MONTHS OF GRULING 

TRAINING 

DOING DIFFICULT THINGS BUILDS CHARACTER 
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A funeral pyre in Kathmandu, Nepal 

Namche Bazaar trading hub on way to Everest 

Crossing one of the many cable bridges on the mountain
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Base camp where preparations made for summit attempts   

Kala Patar summit with Everest peak in background
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Ice climbing in Canada in preparation for Everest 

Top of the world is an arduous trip
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OVERCOMMING FEAR MAKES YOU FEARLESS 

BUILD UP THE CONFIDENCE TO TRY 
ANYTHING 

ADVENTURE AND EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME 
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Host for the CEO exchange program in Shanghai 
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Meetings and trade conferences around China
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Press coverage of the trade talks  
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Part IV 
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60th and 70th year Birthday party invite photo 

Backyard set up for the party  
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Party pics after the boys birthday  toasts  
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Dome of the Rock Islamic shrine in Jerusalem Israel 

The pyramids of Giza in outside of Cairo Egypt  
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View from our backyard patio 

Tiffany and the pups on our boat  



221 
 

 



222 
 

The Epiphany: 
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The Yale Divinity School Campus in New Haven, CT 

Officiating at a wedding ceremony  
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WHEN DIVINE INTERVENTION SAVES YOUR 

LIFE, GRATITUDE IS REQUIRED 

ALWAYS KEEP LEARNING AND GROWING 

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE ME TO DO FOR THE 

LEAST OF YOUR CHILDREN? 
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African tribe celebrating our water project installation 

One of the millions of children we are trying to save
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One of the puddle jumpers used to get to remote projects 

Cooking us a goat on an open fire in thanks for help
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Locals showing gratitude for a new water well 

Scott Harrison the Founder and CEO of Charity:Water
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THE MORE YOU GIVE THE MORE YOU GET 

TO WHOM MUCH IS GIVEN, MUCH IS 

EXPECTED 

THE MOST REWARDING THING IS BRINGING 

WATER AND FOOD TO ORPHANS 

WIDOWS AND ORPHANS GRATITUDE, 

PROVIDES YOU WITH UNIMAGINABLE JOY 
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Casey, Max, and I standing at the Summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro, the 

world’s highest free standing mountain 
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A tent camp which are moved everyday 

Casey & Max recuperating in their tent
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Tiffany and her porter  worker in there 

The tent where we eat all our meals
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A 3:00 am pit stop on summit day  

 

6:00 am approaching the summit
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We finally made it 

Expedition Summit Celebration!
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TRYING RISKY UNDERTAKINGS BUILDS SELF 

CONFIDENCE 

SHARING ADVENTURES WITH YOUR FAMILY 

BUILDS BONDS FOREVER 

LIVING WITHOUT RUNNING WATER OR 

ELECTRICITY BUILDS CHARACTER 

MEMORIES ARE MADE FROM ACCOMPLISHING 

EXTREME CHALLENGES  
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Max celebrating a hole in one in Denver
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Hot air balloon ride over the African Serengeti
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Blessed to be living large on a family adventure 
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Exploring the Alaskan wilderness 
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Full dress hockey game with all the boys at age 65 

Tennis on the French coast with Bernie, Tim, Reed
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PUT FAMILY FIRST 

TRAVELING THE WORLD WITH YOUR FAMILY 

IS THE BEST 

EXPERIENCING DIFFERENT CULTURES AND 

WAYS OF LIFE IS EDUCATIONAL 

MEMORIES OF CHALLENGING JOURNEYS WILL 

BE CHERISHED FOREVER 

FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS ARE THE ONLY 

THINGS THAT LAST FOREVER 
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Part V 
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Elvex company headquarters in Shelton, CT 
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Elvex trade show in Dusseldorf Germany 

Elvex business meeting in Shanghai China
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Elvex offices and staff meeting
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Elvex in 2010 when I first bought the company 

Elvex in 2017 in Shanghai China with Delta Plus
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Elvex Safety Products brochure 
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Elvex safety products warehouses 
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Two of our safety products factories in China 
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FIND OPPORTUNITIES WITH LITTLE 

DOWNSIDE AND UNLINITED UPSIDE 

WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH THE TOUGH 

GET GOING 

PERSEVERE THROUGH HELL UNTIL YOU SEE 

THE LIGHT 

ENJOY THE RIDE WHILE REACHING FOR THE 

BRASS RING 
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SECOND HALF MISSION: 
NO STRESS   - HELP OTHERS   - HAVE FUN 
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Tiffany insists that Peter Pan will never grow up!
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Carrie Underwood at CMA music festival 
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Keith Urban at Nashville music festival Sent from my iPhone 

Having a ball at the CMA Music Festival
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Callie, Casey, Me, and Max in Nashville 

Enjoying Taylor Swift Eras Tour in London  
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Kenney Chesney concert at the Sphere in Las Vegas 
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Jim and Country DJ Buzz Brainard in Nashville 
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Slalom water skiing age 70 after cocktails?!? 

Birthday tennis in the Hamptons with George   
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Enjoying the Australian Open Grand Slam tennis 
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Celebrating Bernie’s 70th Birthday in Europe 

Sandy and sister Les. Two of my favorite women  
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Volunteering delivering food to homeless shelters  
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Keeping balance in life is critical for happiness 
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DREAM BIG AND HAVE FAITH - IF YOU THINK 

YOU CAN YOU CAN 

GRATITUDE IS THE MOST IMPORTANT VALUE 

FOR A HAPPY SUCCESSFUL LIFE 

FINDING A COMPETENT AND COMPASSIONATE 

LIFE PARTNER IS CRITICAL 

NO STRESS – HELP OTHERS – HAVE FUN 

FAMILY FIRST – WORK ON COOL PROJECTS 

WITH COOL PEOPLE 
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By Tiffany Begoon  
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Toasting Tiffany at our 50th and 60th Birthday Party  
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Eye of the storm from the spouse perspective: 

“Just had the twins and had not returned to work. Business 

is a wreak, money and sleep are in short supply. Friends of 

Jeff ‘s, who also happen to be entrepreneurs, visit and bring 

lavish gifts and incredible insight. “You can always sell the 

house.” Not what I wanted to hear but the truth and 

something I needed to consider as a real possibility.  

Friends often can’t help them out of it but can be available 

to share and laugh at the hardships and stories. A fellow 

entrepreneur’s wife can give encouragement, remind you 

of your priorities, realize possibilities, and provide hope, 

and support. “It may not be the ideal time to go back to 

work but you could try, the income could help with 

insurance costs and living expenses.” What’s the worst that 

can happen? You quit. 
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BE PREPARED TO BE MARRIED TO YOUR 

SPOUSE AND HIS COMPANY 

TRY TO ISOLATE YOUR CHILDREN FROM THE 

INEVITABLE CHAOS 

HAVE THE PATIENCE OF A SAINT AND KEEP 

HOPING FOR THE BEST 
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Part VI 
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STEP 1) Decide that you want to buy company for yourself and why 

STEP 2) Try and find a source of income while you do a search for a 

company to buy 

STEP 3) Try and establish yourself as a qualified buyer 

STEP 4) Decide what kind of company you would like to buy 

STEP 5) Put together a marketing brochure to explain who you are and 

what you are looking for 

STEP 6) Begin your search for a company to buy 

STEP 7) Identify a potential target company that may be for sale 

STEP 8) Meet with the owner of the company that may be for sale 

 

STEP 9) If he is open to the idea prepare a Confidentiality Agreement to 

see company information 

STEP 10) Begin doing Due Diligence on the Company, Industry, 

Competition, etc. 

STEP 11) Decide what you think the value of the company is worth and 

why it is worth that amount 

STEP 12) Prepare a Letter Of Intent to buy the company for a certain 

purchase price 

STEP 13) If you and the seller agree to purchase price, outline the 

structure and terms of the sale 

STEP 14) Hire and M&A lawyer to prepare a Purchase Agreement to but 

the company 

STEP 15) Close the deal and start running your new company! 
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